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CREAM OF THE CROP: 
ROLLS-ROYCE AND GOODWOOD ESTATE CELEBRATE IMPRESSIVE DEBUT FOR NEW WILD SEED HARVESTER 
20 October, Goodwood, West Sussex		
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars and neighbouring Goodwood Estate reflect on first-season performance of new Wild Seed Harvester
Purchase of highly specialised machine in 2022 was supported by Rolls-Royce under a longstanding environmental partnership with the Duke of Richmond’s historic estate
Seeds collected in 2023 will support biodiversity and grassland across the Estate, helping to maintain healthy ecosystems
Partnership is central to Rolls-Royce’s extensive conservation activities within the wider Goodwood habitat and Strategic Wildlife Corridor network

“We’ve enjoyed a highly productive environmental partnership with the Goodwood Estate over many years. In 2022, we extended our support with a range of fantastic additional projects, including the purchase of the Wild Seed Harvester. It’s wonderful to see the difference it’s already making to the vital work of maintaining and improving our local wildflower populations, which are so important to the appearance and biodiversity of this beautiful place we call home.” 
Andrew Ball, Head of Corporate Relations & Heritage, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars

A highly specialised Wild Seed Harvester, purchased with support from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, has completed its first full season of operations on the historic Goodwood Estate in West Sussex. The acquisition was made in 2022 as part of an extension to the partnership the marque has enjoyed with its prestigious neighbour for over 20 years.
The harvester, designed and manufactured entirely in Britain, is towed across pastureland behind a small tractor or all-terrain vehicle (ATV), gently brushing the seeds from grasses and wildflowers into a hopper. Depending on the density of the sward, the 1.2m (4 ft) wide machine can harvest around eight acres (3.2 ha) a day. 
[bookmark: _Hlk146636544][bookmark: _Hlk146636674]During May, June and August, the Wild Seed Harvester collected seeds from different locations on the Goodwood Estate, which is one of the UK’s leading champions of organic and sustainable agricultural practices. Once dried, the wildflower seed can be used to improve biodiversity in both wild and cultivated grassland across the Estate. For example, this autumn it will be broadcast sown in an existing meadow, with the aim of increasing the present population of 49 plant species to 100 or more. 
It’s the first time large-scale, mechanical harvesting of this kind has been used on the Goodwood Estate; previous wildflower seed collection has been restricted to particular species and carried out by hand. The Wild Seed Harvester makes the process far more efficient, giving the Estate’s Gardens Team more time to work on other vital nature-based projects. 
Wildflowers are essential to preserving and promoting biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. They provide a consistent source of food for bees, butterflies and other pollinators throughout the year; their complex root systems can improve soil health and stability, preventing erosion and improving water quality by reducing nutrient run-off. 
The Home of Rolls-Royce occupies a 42-acre (17 ha) site on the south-west corner of the Goodwood Estate. Since manufacturing operations began in 2003, the marque has supported numerous sustainability projects to both protect and enhance biodiversity in the surrounding area. These include maintaining its own Wildlife Garden and celebrated Goodwood Apiary, and planting over 20,000 trees between the villages of Halnaker and Lavant as part of the Wildlife Corridor linking the South Downs National Park and Chichester Harbour. Rolls-Royce remains wholeheartedly committed to preserving the lush beauty of its picturesque, countryside home.
- ENDS -
FURTHER INFORMATION
You can find all our press releases and press kits, as well as a wide selection of high resolution, downloadable photographs and video footage at our media website, PressClub.
You can also follow marque on social media: LinkedIn; YouTube; X (Twitter); Instagram; and Facebook.

EDITORS’ NOTES
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is a true luxury house, creating the world’s most recognised, revered and desirable handcrafted Bespoke products for its international clientele.
The company employs more than 2,500 people at the Home of Rolls-Royce at Goodwood, West Sussex. This comprises both its global headquarters and Centre of Luxury Manufacturing Excellence – the only place in the world where Rolls-Royce motor cars are designed, engineered and meticulously built by hand. Its continuous investment in its facilities, products and people has resulted in a series of ‘record years’ for global sales, peaking in 2022 with over 6,000 motor cars sold worldwide. 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is a wholly owned subsidiary of the BMW Group and is a completely separate, unrelated company from Rolls-Royce plc, the manufacturer of aircraft engines and propulsion systems.
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