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[bookmark: _Hlk113369546]BLACK BADGE GHOST GAMER:
INSPIRED BY THE GOLDEN AGE OF ARCADE GAMES

Wednesday 19 November 2025, Goodwood, West Sussex 	(EMBARGO TO 10.00 GMT)
· First-ever Bespoke Rolls-Royce inspired by vintage video game culture
· Features ‘Pixel Blaster’ Starlight Headliner and ‘Laser Base’ Illuminated Fascia
· Interior and exterior details based on Bespoke 8-bit ‘Cheeky Alien’ motif
· Arcade-style artwork hand-painted on Technical Fibre interior surfaces
· Hidden retro gaming-inspired details turn the motor car into a game of its own

“The unique privilege of working within Rolls-Royce Bespoke Design is the extraordinary breadth of ideas we’re asked to bring to life. This brief was particularly exciting. Over the course of a month, we immersed ourselves in the 8-bit aesthetic that defined late 70s and early 80s gaming – from the games themselves and archive imagery of arcade halls, to original promotional and cabinet artwork. As well as capturing the distinctive colour palette, mood and atmosphere of this rich source material, we wanted the client to feel that the motor car itself was an immersive experience – and that every time they stepped inside, it would recreate the same thrill they felt when they pressed ‘start’ on an arcade machine for the very first time.”
Joshua McCandless, Bespoke Designer, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars

Rolls-Royce unveils Black Badge Ghost Gamer: a Bespoke commission inspired by the 8-bit universe of vintage video games. Created for a client with a deep passion for early arcade culture, this nostalgic motor car incorporates intricately crafted references to the dawn of gaming. Coded with details including a hand-painted ‘Cheeky Alien’ exterior Coachline motif, ‘Player One’ seat embroidery, ‘Pixel Blaster’ Starlight Headliner, a unique ‘Laser Base’ Illuminated Fascia, and a hidden cache of joystick-era Easter eggs, the discovery of every feature turns the motor car itself into a stunningly crafted game.

INSERT COIN: A NEW GENERATION OF COLLECTABLES 
Black Badge Ghost Gamer is the first-ever Bespoke Rolls-Royce commission to be inspired by arcade gaming culture – a rapidly emerging space in the contemporary collectables landscape, defined by early video games, vintage consoles, and early media formats. Several Rolls-Royce clients are actively engaged in this growing market – their interest driven not only by accelerating value, but a nostalgic personal connection, and a desire to preserve the artefacts of the late 1970s and 1980s.
[bookmark: _Hlk214299489]It is this mindset that inspired Black Badge Ghost Gamer: a motor car that reimagines the 8-bit aesthetics of vintage video games through stunningly immersive Bespoke features. The marque’s designers also placed each detail in such a way that discovering every element, which ranges from bold and expansive to hidden-until-found, becomes an immersive game of its own.

PRESS START: BESPOKE EXTERIOR PAINT
Black Badge Ghost Gamer is presented in a striking two-tone finish, with the main body in Salamanca Blue and the upper body in deep-shimmer Crystal over Diamond Black – a theme that echoes the super-metallic, neon-lit aesthetic of classic arcade hardware.
Rolls-Royce designers worked closely with the client to develop a unique motif to codify the commission. Nicknamed the ‘Cheeky Alien’, it appears as a hand-painted green Coachline motif alongside a pink 8-bit explosion design on one side of the motor car, and yellow and blue on the other. Created from 89 individual ‘pixels’ – each just 3mm by 3mm – it recalls the bitmapped graphics of early video games.
The retro-futurist theme continues with the Illuminated Pantheon Grille. Completing the exterior, black brake callipers complement the 22” seven-spoke forged Black Badge wheels.

READY PLAYER ONE: BESPOKE INTERIOR SUITE
The Black and Casden Tan interior suite of Black Badge Ghost Gamer is a richly layered and tactile homage to the early digital age, and where the game truly begins. Each detail has been designed and crafted to reward exploration, echoing the logic and visual language of a late 1970s video game arcade.
The seats feature Bespoke embroideries, with ‘Player 1’ and ‘Player 2’ in the front and ‘Player 3’ and ‘Player 4’ in the rear, rendered in an 8-bit-style font. The colours used in the stitching take inspiration from the electric, flickering hues displayed on vintage arcade monitors. This is contrasted with block-colour ‘Cheeky Alien’ embroideries on each headrest. Like the Coachline motifs, the artwork is made up of individual ‘pixels’ – 89 in total per design – creating a richly tactile graphic.
The area between the rear seats, named the Waterfall, is finished in Black Badge Technical Fibre and embellished with another tribute to early gaming iconography: two inlaid stainless steel ‘flying saucer’ spaceships hover above a hand-painted lunar scene with a starscape backdrop; a design inspired by the artwork on early arcade game cabinets.
Crafting this remarkable battle scene required more than two weeks of intensive development, with multiple paint iterations refined to create the final, period-perfect hues. The final artwork was brought to life using a combination of Black and Mandarin paint: a Black background, Mandarin highlights, and blended mid-tones created by mixing the two. The design was then applied entirely by hand using a mix of traditional brushwork, a specialised sponge technique to create texture and depth, and subtle blending with an airbrush.
To add extra celestial intrigue, a subtle silver sparkle has been added to the lacquer of all the Technical Fibre surfaces. Some of these surfaces also include hidden ‘Easter eggs’ – the rear picnic table has a metal ‘Cheeky Alien’ inlay on the upper surface; the 8-bit motif is also engraved on the hidden side of the front black chrome ‘eyeball’ air vent.
HIGH SCORE: ‘PIXEL BLASTER’ STARLIGHT HEADLINER AND ‘LASER BASE’ ILLUMINATED FASCIA
Every hallmark Rolls-Royce illumination is reimagined for this commission, each serving as a tribute to the visual cues of early gaming. The Illuminated Fascia – a feature that debuted on Ghost – is subtly reworked to evoke the ‘Laser Base’ backdrops of many early games. It includes a gunship composed of 85 individual stars, while the constellations themselves are adjusted so the ship appears to surge through the starfield.
Black Badge Ghost Gamer is crowned with a ‘Pixel Blaster’ Starlight Headliner. A formation of 80 bitmapped battlecruisers spans the canopy, each crafted using hand-placed fibre-optic lights. The marque’s signature Shooting Star function has been reprogrammed to simulate laser fire, and beams of light pulse from the ships across the ceiling, adding nostalgic drama to the night sky.
The commission is completed with Bespoke Illuminated Treadplates, visible when the doors are open. Engraved in the same 8-bit graphic lettering as the seat embroidery, they display classic arcade-game prompts: ‘PRESS START’, ‘LOADING…’, ‘LEVEL UP’ and ‘INSERT COIN’.
Delivered to a tech entrepreneur, this commission shows how Black Badge responds to the passions, tastes and cultural codes of a new generation of collectors – who dare to play differently.

- ENDS -


TECHNICAL INFORMATION
[bookmark: _Hlk176768929]Black Badge Ghost Series II:  WLTP (combined) CO2 emission: 359-348 g/km; Fuel consumption: 17.9-18.3 mpg / 15.8-15.4 l/100km. 
Further information:  https://bit.ly/3XtQW7q

FURTHER INFORMATION
[bookmark: _Hlk176770922]You can find all our press releases and press kits, as well as a wide selection of high resolution, downloadable photographs and video footage at our media website, PressClub.
You can also follow the marque on social media: LinkedIn; YouTube; Instagram; and Facebook.
[bookmark: _Hlk176770944]
EDITORS’ NOTES
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is a true luxury house, creating the world’s most recognised, revered and desirable handcrafted Bespoke products for its international clientele.
There are over 2,500 people working at the Home of Rolls-Royce at Goodwood, West Sussex. This comprises both its global headquarters and Centre of Luxury Manufacturing Excellence – the only place in the world where Rolls-Royce motor cars are designed, engineered and meticulously built by hand. An independent study by the London School of Economics & Political Science confirms that since the company first launched at Goodwood in 2003, it has contributed more than £4 billion to the UK economy and adds more than £500 million in economic value every year.
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is a wholly owned subsidiary of the BMW Group and is a completely separate, unrelated company from Rolls-Royce plc, the manufacturer of aircraft engines and propulsion systems.
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