

[image: ]
ROLLS-ROYCE  |  MEDIA INFORMATION 
ROLLS-ROYCE INAUGURATES ERIC PLATFORD TESTWAY, STRENGTHENING FINAL VALIDATION

Wednesday 16 September, Goodwood, West Sussex					
· New Eric Platford Testway inaugurated at the Home of Rolls-Royce at Goodwood
· Dedicated facility created for on-site final validation of completed motor cars
· Controlled environment enables precise assessment of refinement, integrity and composure
· Engineers ‘excite’ motor cars using calibrated surface inputs to identify subtle deviations
· Named in honour of Eric Platford, the company’s first Chief Tester
· Officially opened by The High Sheriff of West Sussex, Mr Gary Shipton, DL

“Named in honour of Sir Henry Royce’s Chief Tester, the Eric Platford Testway reflects our constant endeavour to uphold the standards that have defined Rolls-Royce for more than a century. It represents a further investment in our pursuit of perfection, strengthening our ability to deliver the refinement, composure and effortless experience for which Rolls-Royce is renowned.”
Gunther Boehner, Director of Manufacturing, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars
“It was an enormous privilege to officially open the new Eric Platford Testway at the Home of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars at Goodwood where more than 2,500 people are employed. The Testway is testament to the expertise of Rolls-Royce engineers and it was a pleasure to meet them and to understand the considerable research and technical innovation that has made it possible.”
The High Sheriff of West Sussex, Mr Gary Shipton, DL
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars has inaugurated the Eric Platford Testway at the Home of Rolls-Royce at Goodwood, further advancing the marque’s pursuit of perfection and strengthening its exacting approach to quality and refinement. The Testway was officially opened by The High Sheriff of West Sussex, Mr Gary Shipton, DL, at an event hosted by Gunther Boehner, Director of Manufacturing, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars.
Named after Eric Platford, Sir Henry Royce’s first Chief Tester and one of the most influential figures in Rolls-Royce’s early history, the facility honours a man whose expertise helped establish the marque’s reputation for engineering excellence. Platford’s contribution extended beyond vehicle development: at the 1913 Spanish Grand Prix, his skill and judgement helped secure victory for Don Carlos de Salamanca, Rolls-Royce’s representative in Spain and one of the marque’s most important early clients. More than a century later, Eric Platford’s name serves as a fitting reminder that uncompromising standards and exceptional client relationships have always been central to Rolls-Royce.
The Eric Platford Testway forms an integral part of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars’ continuing investment in the Home of Rolls-Royce, where every motor car is built by hand to fulfil its client’s vision. The new testing facility enables engineers to introduce controlled inputs to the chassis, suspension, body structure and interior components in a repeatable environment. It comprises four parallel lanes, each 90 metres in length, which together offer eight distinct surface profiles designed to stimulate specific vehicle responses. The testing process involves two passes over each surface; at fixed speed and sweeping through speeds.
To support the marque’s constant focus on delivering an unrivalled client experience, the Testway surface profiles are designed to simulate driving experiences known to be encountered around the world. These include:
· Small and large cobblestone sections to identify potential rattles and assess ride composure
· ‘Random Concrete Waves’ with expansion joints at 2.4-metre intervals to introduce vertical variation
· Angled ‘Twist Humps’ designed to apply torsional load through opposing axle movement
· Paired ‘Railway Tracks’ generating sequential front and rear axle inputs
· Alternating circular iron covers to assess asymmetric response
· ‘Sine Waves’ corrugations measuring 12 mm in height and spaced 300 mm apart, producing high-frequency resonance
· Smooth tarmac
Turning areas at either end of the Testway provide the opportunity to test a ‘roundabout’ style change of direction; especially useful for testing stability of any loose personal items in the cabin.
Prior to entering the Eric Platford Testway, motor cars pass through an aero-acoustic chamber where static wind-noise intrusion testing is conducted using high-pressure, variable-speed air jets mounted on a movable gantry. This allows testing at simulated speeds exceeding the UK national speed limit of 70 mph (112 km/h), including conditions comparable to those encountered on unrestricted sections of road found in some markets.
Engineers will continue to validate a sample of vehicles on a longstanding eight-mile (13 km) route on local roads surrounding the Home of Rolls-Royce.
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[bookmark: _Hlk176770922]You can find all our press releases and press kits, as well as a wide selection of high resolution, downloadable photographs and video footage at our media website, PressClub, including our press release focussing on Eric Platford released as part of the Makers of the Marque series celebrating the 120th anniversary of the first meeting between its founders, Henry (later Sir Henry) Royce and The Hon. Charles Stewart Rolls on 4 May 1904.

You can also follow the marque on social media: LinkedIn; YouTube; Instagram; and Facebook.
[bookmark: _Hlk176770944]
ABOUT ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CARS
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is a true luxury house, creating the world’s most recognised, revered and desirable handcrafted Bespoke products for its international clientele.
There are over 2,500 people working at the Home of Rolls-Royce at Goodwood, West Sussex. This comprises both its global headquarters and Centre of Luxury Manufacturing Excellence – the only place in the world where Rolls-Royce motor cars are designed, engineered and meticulously built by hand. An independent study by the London School of Economics & Political Science confirms that since the company first launched at Goodwood in 2003, it has contributed more than £4 billion to the UK economy and adds more than £500 million in economic value every year.
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars is a wholly owned subsidiary of the BMW Group and is a completely separate, unrelated company from Rolls-Royce plc, the manufacturer of aircraft engines and propulsion systems.
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CONTACTS | GLOBAL
	The Americas
Gerry Spahn: +1 201 930 8308 Email

	Asia Pacific (South) and India
Juliana Tan: +65 9695 3840 Email

	Central/Eastern Europe and Central Asia
Frank Tiemann: +49 160 9697 5807 Email

	Central and Western Europe 
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	China
Ou Sun: +86 186 0059 0675 Email
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	Middle East and Africa
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	United Kingdom and Ireland
Isabel Matthews: +44 (0)7815 245127 Email
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